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INTRODUCTION

 Building and Industrial Boom of Taber

Taber is one of the most prosperous and promising towns in Canada. It is situated 
in Southern Alberta, sixty miles north of the United States border, on the Canadian 
Pacific Railway located at the intersection of Highways  3 and 36, between 
Lethbridge and Medicine Hat. In the 1900’s it was known as Water tank No. 77.

Later, with the establishment of a post office, it was decided by the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad (CPR) to name the station Tabor. The station's letterhead and 
various forms came through printed Taber. When the settlement was incorporated 
in 1907, the name was changed to Taber, making the name of the town and the 
post office uniform with the records of the CPR. 

 Coal-Mining Town Beginnings

Taber was settled by homesteaders in the late 1890s and initially was a coal-
mining town. Coal was mined in Taber and shipped to Medicine Hat, first on the 
Oldman River steamers and, later by narrow gauge railway. Mining declined 
dramatically in the late 1920s, however the extensive development of irrigation in 
Southern Alberta led to a major recovery in the early 1930s. 

 Founding of a Sugar Factory

Irrigation brought with it the production of sugar beets and by 1950, a sugar beet 
processing plant had been built. Roger's Sugar Ltd. (formerly, the Alberta Sugar 
Company) operates the only sugar factory in Alberta and is still one of the largest 
employers in Taber. The sugar factory is a landmark which can be seen clearly 
from Highways #3 and #36.  Roger’s Sugar Ltd. is currently called Lantic Inc.

 A Centennial Celebration

In 2005, Taber was one of five communities that celebrated its centennial birthday 
concurrent with that of the province. 
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TOWN COUNCIL

The Town of Taber is governed by a Mayor and six Council Members.

 Back Left to Right

Councillor Randy Sparks, Councillor Joe Strojwas, Councillor Jack 
Brewin, Councillor Andrew Prokop

 Front Left to Right

Councillor Rick Popadynetz, Mayor Henk DeVlieger, Councillor 
Laura Ross-Giroux

2



VISION STATEMENT

The Town of Taber is a leader in municipal 

governance in Alberta, with a strong sense 

of place. We strive to create the conditions 

for success in a family-oriented environment, 

with our spirit of community reflected in all 

we do.
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TOWN OF TABER GOALS

 Economic

Create conditions for business success and economic 
development, taking advantage of the Town’s unique climate 
and location in Southern Alberta

Encourage the development of Taber as a learning hub in 
Southern Alberta, offering training and educational experiences 
based on our economic advantages(specialty agriculture, food 
processing, oil and gas industry, and transportation)

 Governance

Strengthen our core infrastructure and services in a fiscally 
responsible manner

Make the Town of Taber an employer of choice, where 
employees are self-assured, valued, respected and viewed as the 
corporation’s strongest asset 

Build partnerships with other governments and organizations 
where synergies may exist

 Family / Community

Build a community that is affordable and attractive

Create and promote recreational opportunities and facilities that 

are regionally recognized in all seasons

Foster cultural opportunities in Taber through improved venues, 

support of special events, and recognition of our cultural diversity
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
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MESSAGE FROM THE CAO
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 

FINANCE
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CANADIAN AWARD FOR 

FINANCIAL REPORTING
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL 
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MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR THE CONSOLIDATED 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

 MULTIPLE PAGES TO BE INSERTED HERE
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EXPENSES BY FUNCTION
41



EXPENSES BY OBJECT
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REVENUES BY FUNCTION
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REVENUES BY OBJECT
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TAXES AND ASSESMENT
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TAX COLLECTION
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TANGIBLE CAPITAL ASSETS
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LONG TERM DEBT
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RESERVES
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FINANCIAL POSITION
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BUILDING PERMITS
51



PERMITS VS DWELLINGS
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DEMOGRAPHICS AND 

OTHER STATISTICS53

Educational Facilities Status Taber Alberta

High School (Public) 1 Total population aged 15 years and over 6,230 2,888,735

High Schools (Separate) 1 In the labour force 4,430 2,115,640

Junior High / Middle Schools (Public) 2 Employed 4,260 1,993,225

Junior High / Middle Schools (Separate) 1 Unemployed 165 122,415

Elementary Schools (Public) 4 Not in the labour force 1,805 733,095

Elementary Schools (Separate) 2 Participation rate 71.1 73.2

Employment rate 68.4 69.0

Unemployment rate 3.7 5.8

Tax Rates Census Release Date: November 29, 2017

Municipal Tax Rates 2015 2016

Residential / Farmland 9.7918 9.8456

Non-Residential 14.9667 15.1268

Machinery & Equipment 11.3960 11.5835 Information

Location: Municipal District of Taber, AB

Major Highways: Highway 3, 36

Major Employers Distance to Major Areas: 50 km (32 miles), East of Lethbridge

Name Product or Service 272 km (169 miles), Southeast of Calgary

Horizon School Division Education 98 km (60 miles), North of Coutts / Sweetgrass USA

McCain's Processed Foods Border Crossing

PepsiCo Foods Canada (Frito-Lay) Potato Chips

Taber Hospital Health Care

Lamb Weston Processed Foods Total Income

Lantic (Rogers) Sugar Ltd. Processed Foods Income 2005 2010

Median Household Income 55,825$   63,484$    

Median Family Income 64,237$   68,374$    

Population Information Census Release Date: September 13, 2017

2008 2011 2015 2016

Municipality 7,821 8,104 8,380 8,428 Government Information

Census Release Date: February 8, 2017 Roles and Responsibilities
Mayor  -  Henk DeVlieger

Chief Administrative Officer -  Cory Armfelt

Housing Tenure Director of Planning and Economic Development  -  Vacant

Alberta Canada

# % % %

Total Households 3,085 100 100 100

Owner 2,485 80.6 73.6 69.0

Renter 600 19.4 25.7 30.6

Census Release Date: May 3, 2017

Total Income

Total Income Taber Alberta Canada

Population 15 years and over by total income (count) 6,230 288,740 27,259,525

Without income or less than $27,815 (%) 47.5 43.7 50.0

Without income or less than $12,025 (%) 22.7 22.4 25.0

$12,025 to $27,814 (%) 24.8 21.2 25.0

$27,815 and over (%) 52.5 56.3 50.0

$27,815 to $51,304 (%) 27.5 22.9 25.0

$51,305 and over (%) 25.0 33.4 25.0

$80,420 and over (top 10 percent)(%) 10.8 16.3 10.0

$102,305 and over (top 5 percent)(%) 5.1 9.2 5.0

$191,150 and over (top 1 percent)(%) - 2.0 1.0

Census Release Date: September 13, 2017

References used:  2011 Statistics Canada and SouthGrow

Labour Force Status

Taber

Geographic Information

Taber Facts



MAP OF TABER
54



THINGS TO DO
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THINGS TO DO
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EVENTS

Cornfest

Pheasant Festival
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TOWN OF TABER
4900 A 50 STREET

TABER, AB

TIG 1T1

http://www.taber.ca

Produced by the Town of Taber 

Finance Department in 

Cooperation with all Civic 

Departments

Thank you to the

Taber Irrigation Impact Museum

for providing photographs
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