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TOWN OF 

TABER 

 
 
 
 

 
  

  A G E N D A 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE RECREATION BOARD OF THE TOWN OF TABER, TO 
BE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, ON 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2018 AT 5:30 PM. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MOTION 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  X 
 
3. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
 X 
ITEM No. 3.1. Recreation Board Minutes 

 
 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
5. ACTION ITEMS 
 
ITEM No. 5.1. Small Ice Arena 

 
     X 

ITEM No. 5.2. Recreation Fee Review 
 

     X 

ITEM No. 5.3. Recreation Report 
 

     X 

ITEM No. 5.4. Information for the Recreation Board 
 

     X 

ITEM No. 5.5. West Trail Extension Upgrade Project 
 

     X 

6. DELEGATIONS - NONE 
 
7. MEDIA INQUIRIES 
 
8. CLOSED SESSION 
 
9. OPEN SESSION   
 X 
10. CLOSE OF MEETING 
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Recreation Board Request for Decision 

Meeting Date: 04/10/2018 

Subject:  Recreation Board Minutes 

Recommendation: 
 

That the Recreation Board adopts the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Recreation Board held on September 6, 2018, as presented 

 

 

 

Background:  
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Recreation Board held on September 6, 
2018 

Legislation / Authority: MGA, Section 208(1)(a)(c) 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 
N/A 

Financial Implication: 
N/A 

Service Level / Staff 
Resource Implication: 

N/A 

Justification: 
Approval of minutes is in accordance with the Municipal Government Act 
Section 208 

Alternative: 

That the Recreation Board adopts the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Recreation Board held on September 6, 2018 as amended 
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Attachment(s): 
Minutes 

 
 

 

 

APPROVALS: 

Originated By:  Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation 

Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or Designate:  

 

 

 

 



 

   5/2018  

 
MINUTES OF THE TABER RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD IN THE 
TABER GYMNASTICS CLUB ON September 6, 2018 AT 5:30 PM. 

 
PRESENT: Danielle Hansen, Chairperson  

Darcy Firth, Vice Chairperson 
Councillor John Turcato 
Councillor Garth Bekkering  
Councillor Louis Tams 

    Joel Mills  
 

ABSENT:  Rene Angermeier - Excused 
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation  
Marty Planger, Recording Secretary 
Taber Times 

 
CALL TO ORDER  

 
D. Hansen called the Regular Meeting of the Taber Recreation Board to 
order at 5:30 PM. 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

RES. 35/2018 MOVED by Councillor L. Tams to adopt the agenda as presented 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

DELEGATIONS  
 
A)      James Ebrey 
 
James Ebrey was at the meeting to explain the Parkrun Program and 
answer any questions the board had.  The 5KM run program is worldwide, 
with 16 locations across Canada. This program is a weekly event and would 
be held on Saturdays at 9am. He is hoping to host this program at the Taber 
Trout Pond.  The facility would not have to be closed to the public. This 
program relies on volunteers only.  The runs are free to participants and is 
a $5000.00 startup cost for the organizers, which goes toward the cost of 
equipment.  Races would start as soon as the equipment was purchased.  
He reported he was not asking for funds at this time, just support for his 
using the trail system around the Trout pond. 
 
Some members on the board liked the idea of “free fitness” and the value 
of health and wellness.  They also liked that this program would encourage 
the use of this newly renovated facility.  The board recognized that this 



 

program will not be able to apply for the Community Grant for 2018, and 
offered Mr. Ebrey some other suggestions for possible financial support. 
 

RES. 36/2018 MOVED by Councillor G. Bekkering that the Recreation Board accepts 
the presentation from James Ebrey regarding the Parkrun Program and is 
in support of him utilizing the trail system around the Trout Pond for the 
program and encourages him to approach the Council of the Town of 
Taber and the Council of the MD of Taber for some financial assistance. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 

ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
 
A) Regular meeting – June 7, 2018 

 
RES. 37/2018 MOVED by Councillor L. Tams that the Recreation Board adopts the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Recreation Board held on June 7, 
2018, as presented. 

  
                CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
 
A)      Regional Recreation Master Plan Update 
 
A. Holmen reported that both she and Chairperson, D. Hansen have been 
to the Town of Taber and the MD of Taber Council meetings to present the 
idea of Regional Recreation Master Plan.  Both Councils were very open 
to the idea and directed them to connect with the Village of Barnwell and 
the Town of Vauxhall.  Meetings have been scheduled with both to discuss 
the proposal.   
 
This project cannot go to tender until the partners/scope are known.  There 
is a 2019 grant which is possible, however partnership would need to be 
organized by November.   

 
 

RES. 38/2018 MOVED by J. Mills that the Recreation Board accepts the information 
regarding the Regional Recreation Master Plan as presented. 

 
                 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
 
 
 



 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

A)      Community Grant Program – Wellness Walk Request 
 
The Recreation Board reviewed the Taber Community Against Drugs’ 
request of an additional waiver of $92.25 for the addition of 3 meeting rooms 
to their October 11, 2018 rental which allows them to change the format of 
the 2018 Wellness Walk.  Recently some Community Grant Funds have 
been turned back, therefore freeing up possible funds available to be 
reallocated.  The Recreation Board recognized that the event has many 
partners from the town and is a very worthy event. 
 

RES. 39/2018 MOVED by D. Firth that the Recreation Board approves the addition of 
$92.25 to the previous Community Grant Program application approval for 
Taber Community Against Drugs. 

 
                 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
B) Information for the Recreation Board 
 
A. Holmen reviewed the many events which happened throughout the 
summer.  The board was pleased to hear of all the successes within the 
Recreation department and thanked her for the great report. 
 

RES. 40/2018 MOVED by Councillor G. Bekkering that the Recreation Board accepts the 
material received in this Agenda Item, as information. 

 
                 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
C) Recreation Report 

 
The board reviewed the Recreation Activity Report.  The report format has 
been changed to better reflect the town’s new strategic plan.   
 

RES. 41/2018 MOVED by D. Firth that the Recreation Board accepts the Recreation 
Report for information as presented. 

 
                 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
D) Recognition Awards – None 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

MEDIA INQUIRIES - None 
 
CLOSED SESSION - None 

 
CLOSE OF MEETING  

 
RES. 42/2018 MOVED by J. Mills that this Regular Meeting of the Taber Recreation Board 

is hereby closed. 
 
                                                                       CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AT 6:12 PM 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
CHAIRMAN 
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Recreation Board Request for Decision 

Meeting Date: October 4, 2018 

Subject:  Small Ice Arena 

Recommendation: 
 

Discussion from the Recreation Board is required. 

 

Background:  

At the February 1, 2018 Recreation Board meeting the members discussed 
possible renovations to the small ice arena based on proposals from MPE 
Engineering and the following motion was passed: 

Res. 03/2018 Moved by Councillor L. Tams that the Recreation Board direct 
the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson to attend a Council meeting on behalf of 
the Recreation Board, to request consideration for renovation of the small ice 
arena facility as per Option #1 in the MPE Investigative Report. 

                                                                                           Carried Unanimously 

This action was held off with the intent to propose the item to Council in the fall 
closer to budget deliberations.  That time has arrived and the Chairperson has 
requested that this item come back to the Recreation Board for discussion to 
ensure the direction remains the same. 

Legislation / Authority: Recreation Board Bylaw 2009 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 
N/A 

Financial Implication: 
None at this time. 

Service Level / Staff 
Resource Implication: 

None at this time. 

Justification: 
The investigation of this facility was initiated by the Recreation Board, looking 
ahead to the future based on the current state of the existing small ice facility. 
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Alternative(s): 

The Recreation Board may leave the motion as is. 

Should the Recreation Board wish to change direction they may rescind the 
motion and propose a new motion. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Attachment(s): 
MPE Engineering Investigative Report 

 
 

 

 

APPROVALS: 

Originated By:  Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation 

Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or Designate:  
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 Request for Decision 

Meeting Date: October 4, 2018 

Subject:  Recreation Fee Review – Tennis  

Recommendation: 
 

That the Recreation Board accept this item for information. 

 

Background:  

In November, Administration will be bringing the Recreation Fee Schedule to 
the Recreation Board for the annual review.  In advance of that review, we 
would ask for discussion regarding fees for use of the Tennis Courts. 

Currently, the fees for usage of this area are based on the purchase of an 
annual admission which is managed through key sales.  There have been 
requests recently regarding a change to this process to allow for an hourly rate 
or free access.  The most recent request was with regards to utilizing the 
tennis courts for a quick game of Pickleball. 

Administration has conducted a survey of other municipalities to determine 
their rates (see attached).  Overall, it appears that many municipalities offer 
their facility at no charge. 

We ask that the Recreation Board consider the fees for use of the tennis 
courts.  Should the decision be to change the rate, then the Recreation Board 
can recommend the change with the proposed fee review in November.  

Legislation / Authority: Recreation Board Bylaw 2009 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 
Enhance sense of Community. 

Financial Implication: 
This would be dependent on the outcome of the discussion in relation to the 
Fee Schedule.  

Service Level / Staff 
Resource Implication: 

Not applicable at this time. 
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Justification: 
The public has enquired about the option of an hourly rate or not charge. 

Alternative(s): 
The Recreation Board may choose to request additional information. 

 

 

 

Attachment(s): 
Tennis Court Fee Comparisons 

 
 

 

 

APPROVALS: 

Originated By:  Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation 

Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or Designate:  

 

 

 

 



Tennis Court Usage 

City/Town Fee/Membership Regulation Process
Nanton Free - no locks N/A

Okotoks Membership fee/drop in rate

Code system - drop  in's are 
given a code that expires at 
11:59 pm. Season memberships 
have a key fob

Brooks Free - no locks N/A

Medicine Hat Free/Permit

Individuals can use court for free 
(there is no lock), or go to the 
recreation centre and purchase a 
permit for $17.50/hr. If someone 
comes with a permit, the people 
playing for free must leave. 

Fort Macleod Free - no locks N/A
Crowsnest Pass Free - no locks N/A
Claresholm Free - no locks N/A
Sylvan Lake Free - no locks N/A
Airdrie Free - no locks N/A

Red Deer Membership fee/drop in rate

The courts are monitored by 
staff who unlock the gates in the 
morning. They use their booking 
software to book the courts so 
they can monitor who should be 
on the court at a certain time. 
They offer membership rates 
they pay at the start of the 
season, or a drop in rate 
($12/day) and they book at the 
recreation facility. 
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 Request for Decision 

Meeting Date: October 4, 2018 

Subject:  Recreation Report 

Recommendation: 
 

The Recreation Board accepts the Recreation Report for information as 
presented. 

 

Background:  

The report is supplied for Recreation Board information.  In most cases, this 
communication is provided simply as information and no comment is needed.  
In some cases, the Recreation Board may wish to seek clarification on a 
matter through discussion.  Placing the communication on the agenda allows 
for these opportunities. 

Legislation / Authority: MGA, Section 207 (c) 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 
No direct alignment. 

Financial Implication: 
No financial implications. 

Service Level / Staff 
Resource Implication: 

Not applicable for the purposes of this report. 

Justification: 
To keep the Recreation Board informed of happenings within the Recreation 
Department. 

Alternative(s): 
The Recreation Board could seek clarification on any of the matters in the 
report. 
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Attachment(s): 
Recreation Report 

 
 

 

 

APPROVALS: 

Originated By:  Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation 

Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or Designate:  

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITY REPORT 

DEPARTMENT: Recreation 

Strategic Plan Alignment 

(Goals) 

Associated Projects & Tasks 

 

 Investigating and applying for grant funding for energy efficient 

Initiatives in all recreation areas. 

 

 

 

 Adapting communications processes with Recreation staff  

 Working with user groups and continue training on LED Signage 

messaging 

 Held Ice User Group Meeting on Sept. 18, 2018 

 Held Combative Sports Commission Meeting on Sept. 25, 2018 

 Working with stakeholders regarding arena bookings for the season 

 

 

 Strategic Planning session coordinated for recreation staff for 

November 

 Working on Urban Tree Plan for Parks 

 Working on staff evaluations 

 Staff are currently enrolled in  numerous professional 

development courses and training courses 

 Continue to work with and update eCompliance Health and 

Safety software  

 Working with the Recreation Board with regards to 

development of a Regional Recreational Master Plan in 

partnership with neighboring municipalities. Further work to be 

done with this in Sept. 

 Hosted an AARFP (Alberta Association of Recreation Facility 

Personnel) Pool Operator 1 course in September. 



 

 SASG wrap-up ongoing – finalizing reports and financials 

 Seasonal staff now finished employment with exception of one who 

continues to work outdoors for fall clean up 

 Staff continue to work on sportsfields for football season 

 Spraypark closure occurred Sept. 16th  

 Continue to hold monthly safety meetings with staff 

 Continue to work on the West Trail Extension Project 

 Completed formal inspections as required 

 Work continues regarding painting of Community Centre  

 Large Ice was installed the week of July 20, small ice will open in 

October with the prep occurring currently.  A few issues had with 

brine leaks that delayed the process. 

 Arranged for fall storage of pots and cleanup of pots for Communities 

in Bloom 

 Completed work orders for One Horse Town event and attended EOC 

planning meetings 

 As Board Chair, working with Southern Alberta Recreation 

Association towards future development of board members and 

strategic planning. 

 Swim Lessons registration occurred Sept. 22 with fall lessons set to 

begin in October 

 Pool Shutdown occurred Sept. 4 – 16th. For cost savings the lap pool 

was not drained this year. 

 Working on development of a playground expansion for Confederation 

Park.  Several partners have committed to the project and application 

for grant funding is underway. 

 Promoting the revised Community Grant Program process and follow 

up occurring on previous grants awarded regarding evaluations. 

 Continue to work with communications on promotion of various 

events/programming offered by our department 

 Coordinating repairs to the Skateboard Park facility  

 Working with Building Maintenance on Arena Upgrade Project 

currently underway. 

 Westview Drainage project completed with exception of pavement 

repair which is due to occur at end of month 
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Recreation Board Request for Decision 

Meeting Date: October 4, 2018 

Subject:  Information for the Recreation Board 

Recommendation: 
 

That the Recreation Board accepts the material received in this Agenda Item, 
as information. 

 

Background:  

This communication is provided simply as information for the Recreation Board 
and no comment is needed.  In some cases, though, the Recreation Board 
may wish to seek clarification on the matter from Administration, or even 
challenge the matter through discussion.  Placing the information on the 
Recreation Boards agenda allows these opportunities. 

1. Public Skating – the Taber Kinsmen has once again partnered with us 
to sponsor public skating on Friday nights from 7:00 – 8:00pm. 

2. Recreation Department Strategic Planning Session – this planning 
session will occur in early November and is being conducted by RC 
Strategies.   

3. Aquafun Shutdown – went very well.  No major issues noted. 

4. Arena Upgrade – the upgrade is currently occurring at the arena.  
There is a major electrical upgrade occurring as part of the project 
which has had impact on operations.  We are managing that impact to 
keep it as minimal as possible. 

5. Community Centre Paint Project – continues with the expectation to be 
completed this fall. 

6. Auditorium Upgrade – we are preparing for the tender of the 
Auditorium Lobby upgrade which is set to occur beginning in early 
January, 2019. 

7. Community Halloween Party - Aquafun Staff are currently working 
hard on planning for the event.  We are always looking for volunteers if 
anyone is interested. 

 

Legislation / Authority: N/A 
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Strategic Plan Alignment: 
General Information therefore does not specifically apply 

Financial Implication: 
Costs will be associated with various items listed above as per the 2018 
Operating budget. 

Service Level / Staff 
Resource Implication: 

Staff resources to be utilized for all items listed above. 

Justification: 
To keep the Recreation Board informed of current municipal information and 
correspondences. 

Alternative(s): 

1. The Recreation Board could seek clarification on any matters from 

Administration. 

2. The Recreation Board could discuss, in depth, any of the matters 

raised by this communication and take action through a resolution. 
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Attachment(s): 
 

 

 

 

APPROVALS: 

Originated By:  Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation  

Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or Designate:  
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 Request for Decision 

Meeting Date: October 4, 2018 

Subject:  West Trail Extension Project Update 

Recommendation: 
 

The Recreation Board accepts the West Trail Extension Project update for 
information as presented. 

 

Background:  

There has been much development of the Trout Pond and the West Trail 
throughout 2018.   

The following tasks have been completed: 

 Fill the pond 

 Filter screen replaced 

 Gravel Parking Lot 

 Paved walkways/trail 

 Removal of garbage 

 Fencing installed along exterior perimeter 

 Swing gates installed on sections of pathway 

 Parking lot posts/chain installed 

 Turf grass spraying  

 Launch Area development  

 Installation of Pipeline to link with TID 

 Pond stocked 3x with Rainbow Trout (approx. 4700) 

 Park signage (pets/snakes/litter/caution/no swimming and temp main 

sign) 

 Installation of dock 

 Addition of portable washrooms for the summer 

There is only one task that was scheduled for 2018 that is currently still being 
undertaken.  That is the installation of four benches and four haul all 
garbage/recycling receptacles.  This is being done in conjunction with a few 
parents and youth as a Scout project with the donation of concrete from 
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Riverbend Rock Products. 

The facility has been well utilized over the summer since the facility opened.  
Staff attends to garbage daily as well as grooming the sand on a regular basis.   

We have developed an excellent relationship with the MD of Taber Peace 
Officers that have been not only patrolling the area but have been promoting 
the facility and attending the special events. 

The next step in the project was determined to be the addition of a paved 
pathway from the facility to Hwy 864.  This project is under consideration along 
with the development of the 56th Ave development. 

Legislation / Authority: Not directly applicable. 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 
Enhance sense of community. 

Financial Implication: 
Not applicable for the purposes of this update. 

Service Level / Staff 
Resource Implication: 

Not applicable for the purposes of this update. 

Justification: 
To keep the Recreation Board apprised of the activity at the facility. 

Alternative(s): 
The Recreation Board could ask for additional information. 

 

 

 

Attachment(s): 
 

 
 

 

 

APPROVALS: 
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Originated By:  Aline Holmen, Director of Recreation 

Chief Administrative Officer 

(CAO) or Designate:  
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